Friday 23rd September 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,
This Week
Another great week, which has had a lot in it, considering it was only four
days. We have completed all the Meet the Team meetings now, and the
attendance was really good. The presentations are on the website,
timetables and curriculum maps will be going home as paper copies, and the
Parent/Carer meetings will be happening before half term.
A message from our Governors
The School Governors had the pleasure of our first Governors' meeting together
on Wednesday evening and heard from Ben McMullen about the very busy but
good start to term. It began with two INSET days for the teachers to prepare for
the children's arrival. Ben commented on the positive energy and flexibility of all
the staff, and mentioned how much he felt welcomed and had enjoyed meeting
the children and their families. The Governors want to welcome all the new
children and staff members and in particular the six new class teachers, ably
supported by the wonderfully new and improved Senior Leadership Team!
Strong focuses this term will be attendance and punctuality now that Covid is
over, as well as embedding the new curriculum. We heard that the Meet The
Team meetings have been very well attended and that there will be Parents'
Evening held before half term. We talked about staff development and
safeguarding, as well as all the after-school clubs. The new timings of the day
have started well, making for a longer morning break and a longer lunchtime
allowing for clubs to be held. The Governors welcomed the new style reception
area with forward facing reception staff ready to say 'hello', and decided it was
much friendlier and roomy for arrivals into the school reception. We heard about
the school renovations over the summer holidays including new flooring in some
classrooms and the removal of the old boiler. Watch this space for the arrival of
our new eco electric air source heat pump. Avondale Extra has been hard at work
funding daytrips out for various classes as well as paying for farmyard animals
and planetariums to come to the school this term. Finally, Governors heard about
how the passing of the Queen was appropriately acknowledged by the school in
assemblies and with reflective time. All in all, it has been a really great start to
the new term. Well done everybody.
Cassie Goldman (Governor)
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Photos from this Week:

Y6 creating portraits inspired by Frank Auerbach in charcoal

Y3 monoprinting
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Y6 Prefect applications.

3

Year 1 creating textures with charcoal

Lovely book recommendations in Y4

News and reminders
Events happening next week
Monday 26th September
Y4 trip to Whitstable (arrive at 8.15am)
Tuesday 27th September
Wednesday 28th September
Thursday 29th September
Y5 trip to the Gurudwara
Friday 30th September
Girls’ football event at Chelsea FC
Parents/Carers Meetings
These will be taking place on October 17+18th. We will have slots available
next week to book on ParentMail. These are in-person meetings, and for Y16 they will be in the hall (Reception and Nursery in class). More details to
follow.
Parking
Can I remind parents/carers that parking on the lines or double parking,
especially where it blocks the road or obstructs the fire gates, is not
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permitted and is a danger to pupils and a nuisance to residents. Thanks for
your support.
Sports Leagues and Competitions
We are looking forward to the sports leagues starting up again this month.
Avondale will be hosting some of the leagues, which is great for us as it
means no travel time at all. And nice for us to show off our fantastic
playground.
After School Clubs
Thank you to all parents that have booked clubs this week. We request that
you arrive on time at 4.30pm to collect your child using the main school
gate in Gorham Place.

Please pay on the ParentMail App or visit the school office if you wish to
book.

Stars of the Week
Nursery

Alexa’s
Reception
Kripali’s
Reception
Cassie’s Yr 1

Emily’s Y1
Nana’s Y2
Becksy’s Y2

Well done ELM CLASS, you have settled well and
you are now using your words to develop
friendships and share your learning. Well Done.
AIYLA-RAE for following our classroom promise of
looking after each other so well! We have seen you
showing kindness to others and helping your friends!
SAM for showing great enthusiasm during our
Phonics sessions. You are now beginning to read
simple words - keep it up!
DODE for trying his best everyday - especially in his
phonics learning. It is a pleasure to have Dode in
year 1.
TYM for being having amazing listening on the
carpet and for working really hard.
KAINE for persevering in all areas of your learning!
We love teaching such a hard working boy.
ZAYNAB for an incredible week of learning in both
her writing and her maths. I was particularly
impressed with her spectacular performance when
acting in English! Well done Zaynab.
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Pippa’s Y3

George’s Y3

Emma’s Y4

Hanna’s Y4

Francesca’s Y5

Jodie’s Y5

Natalie’s Y6
Tim’s Y6

FREDDIE we love how much pride and care you put
into your work, and how you show golden zone
behaviour with your enthusiasm and respect. What
a great role model, Freddie!
BISAN What a superstar! You have followed the
classroom expectations since the beginning of term
and have been such a role model. You are so
enthusiastic and keen to learn and we can see this
in your learning!
MIA has had a great start to her learning journey at
Avondale. She has shown perseverance in Maths
lessons learning new methods and shown
enthusiasm in all our new units. Well done Mia great
start to Year 4!
SALIH for his hard work and perseverance in maths
lessons, and fantastic attitude to learning in all his
subjects.
ROSIE for always being such a kind and helpful
member of our class. You are a role model to others
and you try your best in all aspects of your learning.
ZAKARIA for always trying his best and taking pride
in how he presents his work.
AMAL for always striving for the highest standards
and always being helpful around school.
ZEYNAB for your fantastic autobiographical writing
in English this week. You have successfully used your
plan to guide your writing. Keep it up!

Attendance
Attendance at school is compulsory and all children should be in school
unless they are ill. If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, I remind
parents that they need to contact the school office either by phone: 020 7727 7727
or via the Parent mail App or via email: info@apsafederation.com before the start
of the school day.
We are having a real push on attendance and punctuality this year.
Thank you
The classes with the highest attendance in each Key Stage are below.
KS1 and Reception
KS2

Nana’s Y2 (again)
Natalie’s Y4

Our voucher winners this week from the lucky dip hat, with full attendance
are: Ajay (Y1) and Naveed (Y4)!

And finally…
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Did you know? Today is the Autumn Equinox. We learned about this in
assembly today. On the 23rd of September the day and night are the same
length. Just a long dark tumble into winter then!
Have a lovely weekend.
Ben McMullen
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