Friday 15th October 2021
Dear Parents,
Black History Month learning has been incorporated into our curriculum for the second week
and I have enjoyed hearing from children about some of the people they have been inspired
by – from Serena and Venus Williams to Ruby Bridges to Jean-Michel Basquiat. Other highlights
have included Joy’s Y3 class assembly describing their learning about Rosa Parks and Guy
Reid; and I have also been excited to learn about the progress that Y4 have made during their
two weeks intensive swimming programme. Congratulations to everyone!

News and reminders
Events happening next week
Monday 18th October




Black History Month continues
After-school clubs continue

Tuesday 19th October



Group of children from Reception going
to Forest School

Wednesday 20th October



Exit Point for parents of children in Year 3
at 9.15am. Parents of children in Y3 are
warmly invited to attend Y3’s Avondale
Museum
Group of children from Nursery going to
Forest School
Year 5 out to visit KAA secondary school



Thursday 21st October



Friday 22nd October






Joy’s Year 3 Class Assembly: 2.40pm. All
parents/carers of her class are warmly
invited
LAST DAY BEFORE HALF TERM HOLIDAY
Exit Point for parents of children in Year 4
at 9.15am. Parents of children in 4 are
warmly invited to attend Y4’s Ancient
Egyptian Museum!
Jasmin Banji, an artist, is in school
working with Nursery children

Other events for the rest of this Term
Parents Evenings
We will be holding parent/teacher meetings in person this term, and to give you
advance warning, these will be on one of Mon 15th, Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th
November. Letters will be sent out nearer the time but please pencil the dates in your
diary as these are the meetings when you can find out about your child’s progress and
anything you can do to support at home.
Class Assemblies.
A reminder for our KS2 Class Assembly dates are below – KS1 Class Assemblies will be
next term. This is an opportunity for children to share their learning with their parents so
please notes the dates in your diary.
All assemblies this term will start at 2.40pm.
Dates for KS2 Class Assemblies: Autumn Term 2021
Thurs 4 Nov: Daisy’s Y4
Thurs 11 Nov: Becksy’s Y5
Thurs 18 Nov Mary’s and Tim’s Y6
Thurs 25 Nov: Emma’s Y4

Other News/ Reminders
Birthday Cakes
During the lockdown, we did not allow any cakes in school for birthdays as we wanted to
reduce the risk of spreading the virus. We have decided that we will continue with this rule as
we are working very hard as a school generally to promote healthy eating. I am absolutely
one for accepting that there needs to be treats from time to time, but we would like to restrict
sweet treats now to the parties we hold occasionally in school for various reasons such as Eid or
Christmas. If you would like to send in an alternative to celebrate your child’s birthday, we
would really appreciate fruit that is easy to wash and distribute. Thank you for your
understanding.

Vouchers for children entitled to Free School Meals
If your child is entitled to benefits free school meals, RBKC have once again agreed that they
will provide a £15 voucher per child to contribute towards meals during Half Term. We have
processed the vouchers via a company called Wonde and they will be available from Monday
24th October 2021. You will receive either a text or an email, the text will be from 'SchoolMeals'
and the email from 'vouchers@wonde.com'. Please open the link via Google Chrome and follow
the instructions to purchase your vouchers.

Advice from Public Health, RBKC
Anna Raleigh, Director of Public Health, RBKC, has asked us to pass on the following
information to Parents/ Carers:

October 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
We are pleased to welcome back pupils after the summer and to return to a bit more normality.
We all know coronavirus hasn’t gone away, and that we must learn to live alongside it as safely
as possible.
We know that many of you will have questions about the latest COVID-19 advice, and testing
and vaccination and we hope the below provides some additional clarification and guidance:

Advice for close contacts
As of 16 August, you are no longer required to self-isolate if you are notified that you have had
close contact with someone with COVID-19 and any of the following apply:
 you are fully vaccinated


you are below the age of 18 years 6 months



you have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial



you are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

NHS Test and Trace will instead advise you or your child to get a PCR test. There is no need
to self-isolate whilst the PCR test is pending, unless you or your child develops symptoms.
Children aged 4 and under will not be advised to take a test unless the positive case was
someone in their own household.
As well as getting a PCR test, close contacts may also consider:
 limiting close contact with people outside your household, especially in enclosed spaces


wearing a face covering in enclosed spaces and where you are unable to maintain
social distancing



limiting contact with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable

This advice applies until 10 full days after your most recent contact with the person who has
tested positive for COVID-19.
DELTA variant symptoms
Last term, Public Health wrote to schools about the Delta variant displaying a wider symptoms
picture, presenting often like "colds" and not always the three more common COVID-19
symptoms. This is especially important as the Delta Variant in now the dominant strain the UK.
We would like to ask for the continued approach to taking a low threshold to colds and winter
illnesses. Accessing PCR tests is now easier: you can now answer "no" to the 3 key COVID-19
symptoms and still get a test.
The wider symptom picture is seen for both adults and children so please do continue to be
cautious and get tested.
12-15 year olds vaccine
This autumn, all children aged 12 to 15 years are being offered one dose of the COVID-19
vaccination.
The vaccine programme for 12 to 15 year olds will take place primarily through schools.
Children who are unable to receive the vaccination at school will be followed up with an offer

via their GP. A consent form and information leaflet will be used to seek parental consent in the
first instance.
Very few healthy children and young people with COVID-19 go on to have severe disease, but
offering vaccination to 12 to 15 year olds should help to reduce the risk of complications, time
out of education, and the spread of COVID-19 within schools.
Children will be offered the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, which is the vaccine approved by the
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) for children and young people
over 12 years of age. This follows a thorough review of the safety, quality and effectiveness of
the vaccine in this age group.
We are working closely with the NHS and local authority on vaccinations for our 12-15 year old
pupils, and we will be in touch with more information shortly.
Lateral Flow Device (LFD) Testing
Testing remains vital to catching cases quickly and limiting transmission of COVID-19.
If you are a member of a household of a primary school child, it is recommended to take a
twice weekly lateral flow device test. Primary school children do not need to do regular LFT
testing.
For secondary aged pupils twice a week testing is advised via a lateral flow device.
Please visit GOV.UK to watch a video demonstrating how to do a lateral flow test at home

Thank you for your on-going support
Yours faithfully,

Anna Raleigh
Director of Public Health

News from the Schools
St Anne’s Nursery
This week in Eucalyptus class we have being looking at traditional African prints- The Kente
cloth.
Grace shared with us some of her family’s traditional attire from Ghana. We carefully looked at
the bold and colourful patterns on the cloth and we enjoyed dressing up in traditional clothes.
We also looked at a lovely video explaining how cotton is spun to make Kente. We learnt that
Kente is woven on horizontal strip loom, arranged and hand-sewn together to create the
desired patterns.
We made our own collage using printed Kente patterns.

Avondale Park School
Reception
As part of our continued investigation into inspirational black heroes during Black History
Month, this week Reception have been learning all about the incomparable Venus and
Serena Williams. They have been amazed to learn that Serena won her first tournament at four
years old and have been inspired to play tennis themselves, learning how to control the ball
using their racket.

Year 2

As part of their learning for Black History Month, Year 2 have been exploring the life and
artwork of Jean-Michel Basquiat. They have been so inspired by his fantastic portraits that they
created their own. Using a combination of collage, pastel drawing and painting they created
their own Basquiat master pieces. How amazing!

Year 4

We were introduced to the newly chosen Y4 Reading Heroes in KS2 assembly
today.They are Rochelle, Dougie, Anita, Khadija, Sofia and Okan

They have set themselves a challenge to recommend books for us all each month.
This month the books are linked to Black History and are:

They read their book reviews in assembly and I am definitely inspired to read
these books as a result. Thank you Reading Heroes!
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Year 5

For Black History Month, Year 5 have been looking at significant figures that
have influenced our lives today, paying particular attention to Aretha
Franklin, Steve McQueen and Edward Enninful . All of these individuals had a
vision for the future, which they have worked hard to achieve. We discovered
that Aretha Franklin's father was a dear friend of Martin Luther King Jr and
both campaigned together as part of the civil rights movement. We know
that Martin Luther King Jr had a famous speech expressing his dreams for the
future. We were inspired by this and created our own speeches about our
dreams for the future. Please enjoy these two written by Taitum-Li and Amal.
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Stars of the Week
Class
Nursery

Well done ALL Nursery Children you are listening
and concentrating to our artist Jasmin beautifully
with such enthusiasm. You are getting completely
involved in all of the printing and different marks
making, we are so looking forward to seeing the
end product. Please ask your children and class
teachers about the work.

Anna’s
Reception

AVA for doing such an excellent job as our book
corner tidy up monitor and for listening so carefully
to sounds and blending them together. Well done
Ava!

Kripali’s
Reception

LAYLA for always contributing during whole class
carpet times and for always having an enthusiastic
attitude towards all of your learning - well done!

Laura’s Year 1

IDRIS for his careful and independent work this
week. We are particularly impressed with your
writing in English. Well done for including a capital
letter, finger spaces and full stop in every
sentence!

Alexa’s Y1

ZAYD for super concentration during our English
lessons. You are working so hard and making
improvements every day. Keep up the good work
🙂

Katie’s Y2

SALMA for showcasing such an amazing learning
attitude this week. You have wowed us all with your
excellent focus and your determination to take on
extra learning challenges in Maths and English. Well
done and keep shining brightly- we are so proud of
you!

Phoebe’s Y2

WHOLE CLASS for your amazing learning attitude
this week. You have worked hard as a team and
impressed all of the adults with your great focus
and role model behaviour. Well done!
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Pippa’s Y3

TASNEEM for your determination and
independence in all of your learning. You take time
to ask questions when you don’t understand and
try to make progress at each stage. We have been
especially impressed with your creativity and
imagination in English and RE this week. Well done
Tasneem!

Joy’s Y3

WHOLE CLASS I am so proud of the whole class for
an amazing class assembly. Everyone delivered
their lines with clarity and volume and sat
beautifully while their friends spoke. Well done
everyone!

Emma’s Y4

WHOLE CLASS for making so much progress in their
swimming lessons over the last two weeks. You
have faced your fears, shown our school values of
resilience & aspiration and at the same time
making us and your swimming instructors proud.
Well done Emma's Year 4 for your massive
improvements in the water!

Daisy’s Y4

LERON has made so much progress while swimming
over the last two weeks! His focus and
determination mean that he is now swimming on
both his back and front and starting to learn breast
stroke!

Francesca’s Y5

MANOLYA for consistently aiming high during all
lessons. I have been particularly impressed with
your creative writing and ability to incorporate
ambiguous vocabulary. Well done and keep it up!

Becksy’s Y5

LAYAH for her incredible enthusiasm, passion and
interest in black history month by asking brilliant
questions and participating in class discussions as
well as her wonderful home research project.

Russell’s Y6

WHOLE CLASS - for excellent effort a dedication
during assessment week. Well done for all of your
hard work.

Tim & Mary’s Y6

WHOLE CLASS for your focus and determination to
succeed during our assessments this week - we
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asked you to try your best and that is exactly what
you all did - well done.

Attendance
Attendance at school is compulsory and all children should be in
school unless they are ill. If your child is unwell and unable to attend school,
I remind parents that they need to contact the school office either by phone:
020 7727 7727 or via the Parent mail App or via email:
info@apsafederation.com before the start of the school day.
Thank you
The classes with the highest attendance in each Key Stage are below.
KS1 and Reception
KS2

Alexa’s Y1 Class
Joy’s Y3 Class

90%
99.5%

Congratulations to these classes

Covid-19
A reminder, if your child has symptoms of Covid-19 they should take a
PCR test and stay at home until they receive the result. If the result is
negative they may return to school when they feel better, but if it is
positive, they will need to stay at home for ten days.
And finally…
Have a lovely weekend.
Katy Blackler
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