Friday 12th November 2021
Dear Parents/ Carers,
It was lovely to have everyone back in school on Monday – and children have returned full of
enthusiasm for their learning. Highlights have included two amazing class assemblies from
Daisy’s and Becksy’s classes, a Science Dome for Year 5, a Mayan workshop for Y6, a Harry
Potter Day for Year 4 and a respectful Remembrance Assembly in which KS2 observed a
minute’s silence at 11.00 on 11th November.
Unfortunately, we have had some cases of Covid in school this week as well as a number of
non-Covid childhood illnesses. We are therefore reminding children to sanitise regularly; to
wash hands well after the toilet and before eating; and to blow their nose and put tissues in
the bin in order to try to reduce the spread of infection. Please do reiterate this at home.

Dates for next week
Monday 15th November







Tuesday 16th November






Wednesday 17th November






Thursday 18th November






Anti-bullying fortnight begins with the theme
of ‘One Kind Word’
Parents’ Evenings begin –please make sure
you have booked your appointment
NB No after-school clubs this week due to
Parents Evenings apart from Y6 Football
Teams on Wednesday as they have
matches
Y3 continue their 2 weeks of swimming
lessons- they are advised to wear PE kits all
day
Parents Evenings
Group of children from Reception going to
Forest School
Helen (SALT) meeting parents
Katie O moderator training
Jane Robinson visiting
Parents Evenings
Group of children from Nursery going to
Forest School
Y6 Football Teams playing matches at The
Westway Sports Centre after school
Mary and Tim’s Year 6 Class Assembly:
2.40pm. All parents/carers of their class are
warmly invited
Prospective Nursery Parent visiting
KK – SBM meeting
Nursery teacher meeting

Friday 19th November




Children in Need Day- Children may pay £1
to wear spots, stripes or brights
Jasmin Banji, an artist, is in school working
with Nursery children

Other events for the rest of this Term
Parents Evenings
A reminder that Parent/Teacher meetings will be in person next week, on one of the following
days: Monday 15th, Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th November.
Sorry that there were delays in the booking system on the App going live but thank you to
everyone who has booked their date and time. If you are having any difficulties at all, please
ask at the school office and they will arrange your booking for you.
Arrangements for Parents Evenings
As you know, we are very keen where possible for Parents Evenings to take place in person so
that you have chance to see your child’s learning and their classroom – we are aware that
you have not had this opportunity for several months. However, we have had some cases of
Covid in the school over the last few weeks and so we would like to take some additional
precautions:
 Parents will be asked to wear a mask within the school
 Parents will be asked to sanitise their hands
 Parents will be asked to remain socially distanced in the classrooms from the teachers
Please note that the time allocation for these meetings is 10 minutes long and in order to be
fair to everyone, we have to keep strictly to those timings.
Separate arrangements for Parents Evenings
Eucalyptus class and Anna’s Reception Class will be having parents meetings at a later date
due to staff not being in school
Daisy will be phoning parents rather than meeting in person as she is in her third trimester of
pregnancy and has been advised to do this
Children in Need Day- Friday 19th November. Children are invited to pay £1 to wear spots,
stripes or bright coloured clothes to support this charity.

Christmas Jumper Day: Friday 10th December. Children are invited to pay £1 to wear Christmas
jumpers or Christmas colours such as red, green, silver or gold. Charity for donations will be
chosen by the School Council.

Class Assemblies.
Our KS2 Class Assembly dates are below – KS1 Class Assemblies will be next term. This is an
opportunity for children to share their learning with their parents so please notes the dates in
your diary.
All assemblies this term will start at 2.40pm.

Dates for KS2 Class Assemblies: Autumn Term 2021
Thurs 18 Nov Mary’s and Tim’s Y6
Thurs 25 Nov: Emma’s Y4

News and reminders
Healthy Eating
Healthy Food
I remind parents that we work very hard to promote a healthy lifestyle at school and
an integral part of this is healthy eating. Once again, I ask that parents make every
effort to send in healthy food if they are providing a packed lunch or a snack for after
school.
Packed lunch
If a child brings in a packed lunch, then we ask that it is a healthy and balanced meal.
According to NHS choices a balanced lunchbox should contain:


Starchy foods like bread, rice, potatoes or pasta



Protein foods like meat, fish, eggs or beans



A dairy item, like cheese or yogurt



Vegetables or salad and a portion of fruit
As a parent whose children had to have packed lunches for a number of years, I am
completely sympathetic as to how difficult it is to provide variety within a healthy
lunch, but there are a number of ideas on the following website:
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/school-packed-lunch-inspiration
Healthy snacks
 Morning playtime snacks
Thank you to parents of children in Reception and Nursery who provide fruit for their
children each day.
Children in Y1-Y6 may buy a piece of fruit at 10p per day at morning playtimes or they
can bring in fruit or vegetables themselves as a snack
 Snacks during Extended Club
Children may bring in a snack to eat at Extended Club, but again, this should be
healthy. Suggestions might be a sandwich or wrap; fruit or veg; or a dip with crudités
(chopped up vegetables). We do not allow crisps, sweets, chocolate or fizzy drinks.
Thank you for your support.

News from the Schools
Avondale Park School
Reception

Year 1
Year 1 have been learning all about Remembrance Day. We thought about why and how we
remember the soldiers and designed them some medals with messages. We then created our
own poppies. Finally we used our poppies and medals to make a wreath.

Year 4
Year 4 have taken part in a Harry Potter day linked to their English unit.
Throughout the day they did a variety of activities such as: being sorted
into houses, name generators, Quidditch relay, making and inventing
potion recipes and designing their own magical school. Well done to
all the children for being creative, imaginative and throwing
themselves into the theme.
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Year 6
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Stars of the Week
Class
Nursery

Anna’s
Reception
Kripali’s
Reception
Laura’s Year 1

Alexa’s Y1
Katie’s Y2

Phoebe’s Y2

Pippa’s Y3

Joy’s Y3

Well done to ALL our Nursery children for embracing
your new project with such passion and beautiful
attitude. You were all so engaged during your Blast
Off entry point and sent your stomp rockets to
another galaxy! Keep up your hard work and
continue to grow this love for learning!
AYYUB for trying your best and independently
taking part in classroom activities. Ayyub has been
very happy and has made the adults feel very
proud - keep it up!
IKHLAS for always following our classroom promises
and being an amazing role-model in our class. You
always show a great attitude towards your learning
and you're such a kind friend - thank-you
NAILA for being so helpful and polite in the
classroom and for completing independent writing
tasks in English with care and effort. You are making
fantastic progress as a result!
IBRAHIM for super maths! You are listening carefully
and trying your best. Keep up the good work.
SHEAM for amazing learning this week. You are
working so hard to improve your reading, writing
and maths skills and are making really good
progress. Keep dreaming, believing and achieving.
You are a super star!
HAMZA for his amazing focus this week in English.
He has listened well to feedback and worked hard
to improve his writing and presentation. I am so
proud of your effort Hamza!
NYLAH you have really lived our values this week
Nylah your aspiration and resilience has enabled
you to achieve in both swimming and maths. You
have focused on your goal, overcome your
challenges and all with a smile on your face! What
a great week Nylah – congratulations.
WINDYSEL is a true role model in her English lessons.
She follows instructions well, comes up with some
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Emma’s Y4

Daisy’s Y4

Francesca’s Y5

Becksy’s Y5

Russell’s Y6

Tim & Mary’s Y6

fantastic and creative ideas, answers questions
and always supports her friends. Well done
Windysel!
EDEN for her wonderful attitude towards her
learning. She has been noticed by the adults in
Year 4 for pushing herself and going above and
beyond in all subjects. Well done
WHOLE CLASS Despite having to hit the ground
running after half term and the school being closed
for two days, they pulled out all the stops to
perform an amazing assembly! They projected their
voices loudly and clearly and entertained the
audience with their charisma!
AMAL for continuously seeking opportunities to use
exciting vocabulary and Year 5 objectives to
develop your writing. It is always such a pleasure to
read. Well done Amal!
WHOLE CLASS for their amazing performance in our
class assembly. They all delivered their lines with
clarity and confidence. You should all be very
proud of yourselves.
KALLUM for doing great work in every single
lesson. We have been so impressed by your focus
and desire to make progress.
LAITH for your excellent understanding of scientific
vocabulary during our lessons on flowers and
plants!

Rugby Portobello Trust
Homework Club
Please see information below for anyone interested in support with their home
learning at the Rugby Portobello Club – just around the corner!
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12 Days of Christmas Raffle
Please see information about the 12 Days of Christmas Raffle. Tickets will be
on sale next week.

11

Attendance
The class with the highest attendance last week in KS1 was Laura’s Year 1
Class with 95.2% and in KS2 it was Joy’s Year 3 Class with 98.4%. Overall last
week, attendance was 92.5% for the three days that everyone was in school.
This is a disappointing overall average, but due largely to various bugs that
seem to be going around. Look after yourselves and lets try to get better very
soon!

Covid-19

Cases of Covid continue to increase so I remind you, if your child has
symptoms of Covid-19 they should take a PCR test and stay at home until
they receive the result. If the result is negative they may return to school when
they feel better, but if it is positive, they will need to stay at home for ten days.

And finally…
Looking forward to seeing you at the Parents Evenings next week. Have a
good weekend.

Katy Blackler
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