Friday 21st May 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
The highlight of my week was watching Alexa’s Class perform their assembly
as it was being filmed for their parents. It was a joy to see children on our
stage again, speaking so confidently and clearly and also singing so
beautifully. We are now allowed to sing within our year groups, and there is
nothing like hearing our children sing to raise the spirits!
I thank Alexa and her class team and congratulate the children on a
fabulous assembly. I urge Alexa’s Year 1 parents to watch it, the link was sent
home earlier today– you will be very proud!
Apart from that, we have been impressed with some of the writing and maths
assessments

News and Reminders
Governors Meeting Wednesday 18th May 2021
On Wednesday, the 14 school governors, who meet twice a term, gathered
to talk about the running of the school. We heard about the assessments that
the children have been completing and the potential impact of lockdown on
children’s writing skills.
The recovery curriculum (due to lost time in school) is top of the agenda and
involves many outside agencies as well as the excellent in-school teaching.
We talked about the emotional well-being of staff and students since it is of
paramount importance. We examined the school budget, various service
level agreements, health & safety, audits and safeguarding. The Avondale
Federation is constantly adjusting their risk assessments linked to Covid to
ensure that the school is as safe as possible.
A highlight of the meeting was hearing about the new sensory room, funded
by the Borough. And it was lovely to hear that singing is back in bubbled year
groups!
Our next meeting is in June.
Report written by Cassie Goldman, one of our Governors.
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Healthy Food
Thank you again to parents who have responded to our plea for healthy
snacks in last weeks’ letter – we have noticed some great choices of food –
especially at the after- school clubs – well done – and keep it up!
After- School Sports Clubs
Unfortunately we have not had enough interest in our after-school sports
clubs so we are unable to run them after Half Term. The most we have had for
any year group is 7 children and as I explained initially, we needed a
minimum of 10 for each year group to make them viable. I am really sorry for
those who had booked their children to go. We will refund your money next
week
Update on school arrangements for keeping everyone ‘Covid-safe’
As stated last week, whilst measures are to be relaxed in many settings,
(restaurants, pubs, and cinemas) the latest guidance we have received from
the DFE means that there is little change in primary schools. We still need to
be in bubbles with a staggered start and finish and we still ask that you wear
masks when you drop off or collect your child.
The arrangements for PE and lunch will remain the same.
Thank you once again for your on-going support – it is much appreciated.
School Timings
The school timings remain the same as below:
6
5
4
3
2
1
Reception
Nursery

8.50am
8.50am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am

3.00pm
3.00pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.00pm
3.00pm

Dates for next week
Wednesday 26th May: Y6 children going to Chessington World of Adventures
as their residential trip was cancelled due to the pandemic. Please note, the
coach is leaving at 8.30 pm so they will be expected at school at 8.15am
through the gate where I usually stand on Sirdar Road.
Friday 28th May: Last day of school before Half Term.
Half Term Holiday: Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June
Children return to school: on Monday 7th June
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News from the Schools
St Anne’s Nursery
Eucalyptus class have been learning lots about caterpillars this week as part
of their project ‘The Ugly Bug Ball’. They have been reading ‘The Hungry
Caterpillar’ and finding out about the life cycle of the butterfly.
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Elm class prepared for their Eid parties by listening to Asmaa talk about her
celebration in her house and also by painting some crescent moons to make
into mobiles as decorations for the Eid parties
Raquel said: ‘We were mesmerised by Asmaa singing of some of the lines
from the Qur'an. Thank you so much!"

Avondale Park School
Reception
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Year 3
Year 3 made bracelets as part of our Fashion IPC project. They considered
the significance of the jewellery that they were designing.

Year 6
Year 6 were extremely creative in their art lessons last week. As part of their
topic ‘Island Life’, they looked closely at the work of famous silhouette artist
Augustin Edouart and used his creations as the inspiration for their own
tropical island postcards.
They thought carefully about which colours would build a warm background
atmosphere, and used chalks and pastels to create these before they added
their silhouettes. We were very impressed with their focus and creativity.
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Stars of the Week!
Class
Nursery

Kripali’s R

Stephanie’s R

Laura’s Year 1

Alexa’s Y1

Katie’s Y2

Name
Well done Eucalyptus class you are all working so hard
on our mini-beast project, you have handled the
caterpillars with such care and have enjoyed sharing all
your new information about caterpillars and butterflies.
Keep up all of your amazing work.
MAX - for always trying his best and putting in effort with
all of his learning. He has made progress with his
speaking and counting skills - keep it up!
EVA- For settling back into our class and being so happy
and positive. It is so lovely to have you back. Keep up
the good work.
KHADIJAH - for improving both her behaviour and
attitude to learning this week. We have been really
pleased to see the way you are starting to embrace the
challenges in each lesson and trying your best. Keep it
up!
WHOLE CLASS - for a wonderful class assembly! We were
so impressed with your confident speaking and beautiful
singing. WOW!!
IDIL - for amazing learning at home and in school this
week. You produced some lovely writing in English, using
your phonics to spell words and your home learning
about zoo animals was fantastic. Well done!
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Phoebe’s Y2

Pippa’s Y3

Joy’s Y3

Emma’s Y4

Daisy’s Y4

Francesca’s Y5

Becksy’s Y5

Russell’s Y6
Tim & Mary’s Y6

Inga - for her enthusiasm and engagement in our
learning about Henry VIII. She has been asking
interesting questions during carpet discussions and
written some wonderful facts during IPC time. Well done!
AMIN - for his positive approach to his learning this
week, especially in maths, being an excellent model in
Spanish, and his hard work in his assessments.
ROCHELLE - is such a caring and considerate member of
the class. She helps and supports her friends when they
need help and always has great ideas. She is also
extremely well informed about world events and we
love hearing her opinion and thoughts on important
matters. Well done Rochelle!
RIA - for being a super helpful member of class. She is
always supporting the adults with jobs, spending her
break times preparing the classroom and we really
appreciate her attention to detail. Thanks Ria for being
such a wonderful kind pupil!
TATIANA - is always alert, enthusiastic and ready to
learn. She never lets a challenge discourage her and
always shows resilience when she doesn't get an
answer/concept straight away. These positive character
traits have resulted in her achieving a secure grade in
her reading assessment! Well done Tatiana.
MARIA - for always having such a positive learning
attitude and consistently aiming high. Keep up the
good work Maria!
ABBAS - for increasing and improving the range of
vocabulary he uses in his English, helping him to
complete more detailed and descriptive writing,
FATHIMA - for settling back into school life so
fantastically. Well done - it is lovely to have you back.
ABSHIR - for listening carefully to instructions, focusing on
your learning and demonstrating kindness to your
classmates.

Attendance
There have been a number of children with non-Covid-related illnesses this
week so attendance across the school has been a little low. Our overall
attendance for last week was very low due to children taking time off to
celebrate Eid but the classes with the highest attendance in each Key Stage
are below:
KS1 and Reception
KS2

Phoebe’s Y2 Class
Pippa’s Y3 Class
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82.6%
79.4%

Congratulations to these classes, but I am hoping that we will see an
improvement overall next week
Attendance
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, I remind parents that they
need to contact the school office either by phone: 020 7727 7727 or via the
Parent mail App or via email: info@apsafederation.com before the start of
the school day.
Thank you

Keeping Safe
Coronavirus symptoms.
May I remind all parents that if they are any of their family develop any of the
3 main symptoms of coronavirus, they need to self- isolate for 10 days.
Anyone with any of the 3 symptoms should take a PCR test (one that is sent to
a lab) and if they are negative they may return to school or work. If it is
positive, the family will need to continue to self-isolate for 10 days. There have
been a few children with symptoms over the last few days. This is the advice
taken from the NHS website:

Coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
in children
Children can get coronavirus (COVID-19), but they seem to get it less often
than adults and it's usually less serious.
The main symptoms of COVID-19 are:


a high temperature



a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an
hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours



a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

What to do if your child has symptoms
If your child has any of the main symptoms of COVID-19:
1. Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if they have COVID-19
as soon as possible
2. You, your child and anyone else you live with should stay at home and not
have visitors until you get the test result – only leave your home to have
the test.
Anyone in your childcare or support bubble should also stay at home if your
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child has been in close contact with them since their symptoms started or during
the 48 hours before they started.

And finally…
Wishing you a lovely weekend.
Best wishes

Katy Blackler
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