Friday 25th June 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
It is hard to believe that another week has flown by and there are just four
weeks left of term; and with that in mind, here are some key dates for the rest
of the term. There may be a few more added in the next few weeks, so
please keep an eye out for them! The most immediate date to note (which
has been on the school website all year) is the Inset Day on Friday 2nd July- ie,
next Friday when school is closed to children due to staff training.












28, 29, 30 June and 6th and 9th July: Y6 classes taking part in Jazz
workshop in school. A ‘concert’ will be filmed and available to
Y6 parents
Friday 2nd July: Inset Day (Staff Training Day.) School closed to
children
Week beginning 12th July: children from Reception – Y6 will be
taught Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Drugs and
Alcohol (D&A) Education. The curriculum is stipulated on our
website.
Week beginning 12th July: Reception Graduation. This will be
filmed due to Covid restrictions on a date to be decided and
Reception parents will receive a link when the film is ready
Week beginning 12th July: Sports Days in Year Group bubbles on
usual PE day
Tuesday 20th July: Possible date for Eid celebrations. One day will
be authorised absence for those families celebrating
Weds 21st July: We are hoping to hold a Y6 Leavers Assembly in
the playground at 2.00pm to which Y6 parents are invited. If the
weather is unsuitable, parents will unfortunately not be able to
attend but we shall record it in the hall and send you the link.
Fingers crossed for good weather!
Thursday 22nd July: Last day of school year for all children.
Children may wear their own clothes all day and there will be
final assemblies in the morning and class parties in the afternoon.
We finish our school day at the usual time for each year group.
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News and Reminders
Mark Tomkins Retirement
You may have heard from some of your children that Mark Tomkins, one of
our Assistant Headteachers, is retiring this term after 23 years of teaching, 13
of them here at Avondale Park.
Before teaching here, Mark worked at Colville Nursery, Essendine Primary
School and St James and St John’s Primary School; and there are a few
families who recognise him as he taught parents and older siblings in his
previous schools.
Many of you will know Mark as a very strong teacher who has taught mainly
the older age groups whilst here, but he has an innate skill of teaching
children of all ages and all abilities. As Assistant Head, he has had many
responsibilities but his main ones have been for overseeing assessment and
also the development of all our new staff. Most importantly, Mark has been
integral to our Headship Team throughout our time here; and we shall all miss
him enormously.
We will obviously be saying a proper goodbye to Mark at the end of term, but
I wanted parents to know in advance.
Report from Governors Meeting. Wednesday 23rd June 2021
On 23rd June the school governors met for our summer Main Governing Body
meeting. This began with individual presentations from three teachers; one
from Reception, one from Y1 and one from Y6, to give the governors an idea
of some of the challenges, but also the positive aspects of returning to school
after the lockdown imposed due to the Covid pandemic. Encouragingly,
there were mainly positives, in particular the children’s enthusiasm for learning
and their happiness to be back among their friends. Inevitably there are
challenges, such as some gaps in learning.
Next on the agenda was the Headteacher’s Report to Governors. In addition
to the usual discussion around attendance figures etc. we also discussed the
recent parent survey. This will be analysed thoroughly but it was noted that a
number of parents saying that they miss Parents’ Evenings and the
opportunity to enter classrooms and see their children’s schoolbooks which of
course has been impossible due to Covid restrictions.
Finally the Nursery sub committee report was discussed. Nursery teacher
Duncan Peltier reported how the sensory room was being enjoyed by the
children and is being particularly helpful with those who have special needs in
helping them to communicate their ideas.
Our next MGB meeting will be held on 22nd September.
Report written by James Bracher, Parent Governor.
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Assessments
As stated last week, there were no SATs or other national tests this year but we
are undergoing careful assessments of all children in order that we will be
able to give an indication of their attainment and progress in their end of
year reports for parents.
Y6 have completed their school assessments this week and we are delighted
with the attitude shown by them all in approaching these tests. The Y6 staff
have reported that the children have shown a real commitment and a desire
to achieve all that they possibly can. Well done to you all!
All classes from Y2- Y5 will be undertaking assessments over the next few
weeks; and in Y1, Nursery and Reception teachers will be assessing children
through on-going teacher assessment.
Please encourage all your children to complete their home learning, and
keep healthy by having early nights, eat well and exercise often in order that
they are the best they can be for these assessments. Thank you!
Covid Arrangements
Many of you will know that our Y5 bubble (staff and children) had to stay at
home for two days this week due to one of the staff members testing positive
on a Lateral Flow Test. If this happens the DFE guidelines state that the staff
member has to book a PCR test and the close contacts of that person have
to remain at home until the PCR test result is received. Fortunately, the PCR
test was negative, so all children and staff were able to return to school
today.
Thank you to Y5 parents for their support and rapid response to last- minute
changes to plans. Thank you also to our staff and children who managed to
begin on-line learning with Zoom calls at 9.30am on Day 1. We were
impressed with the engagement of pupils on-line and of the quality of much
of the learning submitted.
A huge well done to you all.
Although this appeared to be a false alarm, closing the Y5 bubble was a stark
reminder that the virus is still prevalent. We are aware that local secondary
school bubbles have needed to close and also we have had children and
staff who have had to self-isolate due to a family member testing positive.
There are therefore no changes to our arrangements at school in terms of
start and finish times, staggered playtimes and lunchtimes, or lunch
arrangements.
Parents are reminded that they should still be wearing masks in the
playground and I ask that you remain vigilant in following all social distancing
rules.
Thank you
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Uniform
Please ensure that all children wear school uniform every day until the end of
term
o The weather is forecast to be cooler again for next week, so all KS2
should be wearing ties unless they are wearing a summer dress.
o Children may wear school uniform shorts or school uniform trousers
o Socks should be worn every day and should be plain grey, black or
white
o School PE kit – school T shirt and plain black leggings or shorts – should
be worn on PE days
o School shoes and not sandals or trainers should be worn
o It seems that the weather is forecast to be showery over the next week,
so I suggest a light coat with a hood if possible as we will aim to keep
the children out if it is a light shower during playtimes and lunchtimes
Places available at St Anne’s Nursery
Just to remind you, we do have places in St Anne’s Nursery for September. If
you have children who are going to be three years old between September
2021 and March 2022, please come in and fill-out an admission form.
Refer a friend
A reminder that if you introduce a new family to the nursery and they attend
at least for a term, we have a ‘refer a friend’ scheme in which the ‘referrer’
receives £100.

Playcentre at Avondale Park School during Summer Holidays.
P3 will be running a holiday play centre at Avondale school over the summer
holidays from Monday 26 July to Friday 20 August 2021 but numbers will be
limited,
Families will need to register in advance and they will be open from 8am to 6
pm. If families register and pay early they will get a £2 per child per day
discount,
Please see below the magic book link as you will need to create an account
with magic bookings if you have not already done so, bookings are now
open
The link is https://p3charity.magicbooking.co.uk. Or you can access it
via www.p3charity.org and search for play.
Family Hub Newsletter.
Please see RBKC Family Hub Newsletter at the end of this letter.
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News from the Schools
St Anne’s Nursery
In Eucalyptus Class we are doing lots of learning related to our current project
‘Ocean Treasures’. We all worked together to build a magnificent fishing
trawler and a fishmonger stall.
The children have really loved being engaged in role play scenarios for both
these areas, and they have shown their creativity in making sea creatures.
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Avondale Park School
Reception
Reception children had a presentation with Andy, a member of the Royal
Lifeguard Institution linked to their project ‘People who help us’. The children
were able to understand the role of a lifeguard, the different types of
transport and also different aspects of water safety.
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Year 1
Year 1 have been exploring shape and colour
through the work of the artist Kandinsky, as part
of our art project this term.

We were inspired to make our own collages using colourful concentric circles.
We can't wait to decorate our rooms with them!

Here is our own Kandinsky collage. We think
it is rather special!
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Year 3
Year three have borrowed the Year 6 geo-pin boards to help identify parallel
and perpendicular lines. We created shapes using the elastic bands and
identified the shapes that had parallel or perpendicular lines. The class were
very sensible with the tools and managed to avoid snapping any elastic
bands!

Year 4
Year 4 have been reading and answering
questions about the agricultural scientist
George Washington Carver, linking to our IPC
project Land, Sea and Sky.
We have found out that he had a hard life
being born into slavery. Carver overcame
many obstacles to be a successful scientist. He
was the most prominent black scientist of the
early 20th Century.
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We needed to extract information from non-fiction, reference and text books,
but we also had to use skills of inference

Stars of the Week!
Class
Nursery

Kripali’s R

Stephanie’s R

Name
Well Done WILLOW CLASS, you have been playing and
exploring your underwater role play area with such
excitement, patience and eagerness – what fun! Keep
working as a team.
RAYAN for building his confidence to apply reading,
writing and mathematical skills! You have a real
enthusiasm for learning, and you are so quick to
remember new information - well done!
ZAYNAB for having a keen and positive attitude,
improved punctuality and for being so kind and helpful
here at school- keep it up
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Laura’s Year 1

Alexa’s Y1

Katie’s Y2

Phoebe’s Y2

Pippa’s Y3

Joy’s Y3

Emma’s Y4

Daisy’s Y4

Francesca’s Y5

Becksy’s Y5

Russell’s Y6

Tim & Mary’s Y6

SERAPHINA for being a superstar this week. We are so
impressed by how on task she has been during every
single lesson and the way her writing has improved too.
Well done!
SUMAYA for fantastic writing this week. We love your
super learning attitude and are so proud of the
improvements that you are making.
MARIAM for amazing learning in Art this week. You
created the most beautiful collage and were able to
talk about the foreground and background. Not only
that, but you also impressed us with your modelling skills
using clay. Well done!
SALIH has been an absolute super star this week. He has
been brave, courageous and determined. I have been
amazed with his newfound confidence in maths and so
proud of how hard he has worked; he has even begun
to challenge himself with aspire questions! Well done
Salih!
DANNY has impressed us with how he has helped his
friends with their learning, focussed well on his learning
and assessments, has been a great classroom assistant
and really shown his resilience this week. Well done
Danny!
OKAN is such an enthusiastic and keen learner. He is
such a good influence on his friends and his willingness
to answer questions on the carpet is fantastic. He has
also had a great start to assessment week, answering
test questions calmly and not rushing through the
answers is what we want to see! Keep up the great work
Okan, well done!
BUTHAYNA for her outstanding learning behaviour this
week. She has shown great focus and care towards
preparing for her end of year assessments.
CALEB has worked really hard to improve his
handwriting. He is now forming his letters more clearly
and they are also a better size. Keep up the good work!
WHOLE CLASS for being incredibly mature and sensible
during a challenging week. You all adapted so well and
we are very proud of you.
WHOLE CLASS for adapting incredibly well to learning
from home and showing a huge determination to learn
by producing wonderful pieces of work while at home.
WHOLE CLASS for fantastic effort during a challenging
assessment week. You all did your absolute best, well
done!
WHOLE CLASS for rising to the challenge of our final
assessment week so brilliantly. You have blown us away
with your effort, focus and determination to succeed.
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Attendance
Our classes with the highest attendance in each Key Stage for last week are
below.
KS1 and Reception

Kripali’s Reception
Class
Russell’s Y6 Class

KS2

95.5%
94.8%

Congratulations to these classes, but I am hoping that we will have higher
winners next week and a higher overall average.
Attendance
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, I remind parents that they
need to contact the school office either by phone: 020 7727 7727 or via the
Parent mail App or via email: info@apsafederation.com before the start of
the school day.
Thank you
School Timings
The school timings remain the same as below:
6
5
4
3
2
1
Reception
Nursery

8.50am
8.50am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am

3.00pm
3.00pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.00pm
3.00pm

Keeping Safe
Coronavirus symptoms.
May I remind all parents that if they are any of their family develop any of the
3 main symptoms of coronavirus, they need to self- isolate for 10 days. If any
child who has been in school this week tests positive parents must inform
school via the usual email address in order that we can make the necessary
plans
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
in children
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RBKC Family Hub Newsletter.
We have received this newsletter this week with much information for support
for families. Please take the time to browse through it all.
RBKC Family hubs Newsletter
Little Wormwood Scrubs

Little Wormwood Scrubs Play Hut provides morning play Sessions for Dad’s and their
Children under 6 years. There are lots of fun activities to do & explore with your
child, while meeting dads. This takes place Every Saturday 10am – 1pm at Little
Wormwood Scrubs, Dalgarno Gardens, London W10 6AD.

Father's Group
Poster.docx

North and South Locality Children Centres
Below are services which you can access, or you can be referred into for support.
Your Link Worker or local Children's Centre will be happy to support you with any
referrals or to access these services if you need it.
Please click on the timetable below for North and South area, which includes further
information on the services available. Sessions must be booked to secure a place.

Summer Timetable
2021 - SOUTH.pdf

Summer Timetable
2021 NORTH.pdf

Shubbak Family Fun Day 26TH June at 11am

Join us for a day of art, storytelling and gardening activities in this special family
event, part of Shubbak festival. There are two sessions, in the morning artist Dia
Batal leads a creative making workshop, in the afternoon artist and play therapist
Elias Matar leads an interactive story telling session. In both sessions children and
their families will have time to play in the garden, plant seeds and explore the
current exhibition with a family activity guide. Book your free places for you and
your family.
Please note, the numbers for each session are restricted to ensure social distancing
is possible. Activities are suitable for children aged 4-11 and their grown-ups. Please
book a ticket for each person in your group. All children must be accompanied by
carers throughout the session. https://mosaicrooms.org/event/family-fun-day/
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Change 4 Life (C4L)
Change 4 Life works in communities with families to make sustainable changes in daily life to
improve wellbeing. There are a range of services available to families most at risk of poor
health with children 0-18 years old or 25 with SEN. Also, there is workplace training
opportunities for partners.

Services include:










Universal Clubs: for families providing fun activities to promote
healthy lifestyle, starting 7th June 2021.
Coaching Scheme: Support and advice to maintain healthy weight and
lifestyle changes.
Healthy Weight Care Pathway: Families can self-refer, or
professionals can refer families via the website.
Neighbourhood Projects: A focus on 3 Wards, Notting Dale, Dalgarno
and Westbourne. The aim is to involve the community in healthy
living.
Development meetings: Designing a community campaign for health
awareness and positive lifestyle changes – partners are welcome to
join meetings to give input on the needs of our local community.
Workplace Training: This is for all staff/volunteers in
RBKC/Westminster working with children and families.

There will be practical solutions, activities and resource packs to take away. Training is free
and available to book on Eventbrite – bespoke training can be tailored for different dates
and different needs for partners.
Please see below for further information:

C4L Clubs and
C4L Service Diagram C4L Whole Service
Change 4 life
Coaching Leaflet.pdf
Final.pdf
Leaflet.pdf
Workforce Training.pdf

Young People’s Service (YUVA)
The aim of the YUVA service is to increase family safety with young people aged 11-18 (25
SEN), who have used violence or abuse towards their parent/carers.
There is an online service available for young people and/or parents to provide support
around changing behaviour and building a “tool kit” to manage emotions.
The YUVA programme provides two integrated support services:
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Young people using violence/abuse
Parent support service

To discuss making a referral or to request a referral form, please contact: 020 8741 8020 or
email dvip.yuva@richmondfellowship.org.uk
Click below for further information:
YUVA leaflet
2021.pdf

YUVA%20presentatio
n%20short.pptx

Freedom Programme Women’s Support group

The Freedom is a 12-week educational programme based on Pat Craven’s book,
“Living with the Dominator,” that assists women to identify and understand the
tactics, behaviours and belief of abusive partners. We run the sessions as a rolling
programme, so women are welcome to join whenever they feel ready.
Based on need, the group sessions are also available in Arabic, Albanian, Punjabi,
Urdu, Hindi and Serbo-Croat languages to provide a wider opportunity for women to
participate. The programme is designed to help women:





Develop ways of thinking and behaving to protect themselves, their
children and others from harm.
Identify the effect and impact of domestic abuse and violence on
children.
Assist them to recognise potential future abusers.
Help them gain self-esteem and the confidence to improve the quality
of their lives.

Each session is concluded by practicing some mindfulness exercises to help
encourage self-care and grounding. Currently we are running the programme Online
in English via Zoom on the following days:
Monday 1pm to 2:30pm- Open to all women.
Wednesday 1pm to 2:30pm- Open to all women with a particular focus on young
women aged 16-25 years.
Please click below for the freedom referral form:

FREEDOM referral
form.docx

For further information please visit the website: Home (totalfamilycoaching.co.uk)
Please contact Total family coaching on 07397871877 or alternatively email
info@totalfamilycoaching.co.uk
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Stop Smoking Service
There is a telephone consultation Stop Smoking Service for residents of K&C and
Westminster. This is a free Service and part of the One You Healthy Lifestyle Programme
which is available Monday-Thursday.
If you would like support, contact Hannah Coleman on 07718201516
Family Information Services
The Family Information Service (FIS) is a free, confidential and impartial information, advice
and signposting service for families, children and young persons aged up to 19 (or up to 25
for those with additional needs) and for the professionals working with them.
The FIS directory has information, advice and guidance about health, financial concerns,
online schooling, young people page, Children Centres and more. The directory is your one
stop shop why not click here to find help and support you need.
Contact the Family Information Service on 07814 804262 or Email: fis@rbkc.gov.uk
Please have a look at the RBKC and WCC flyers containing information about funded early
education for 2, 3 and 4 year olds. We would appreciate if you could share these widely with
the families and services you work with.
Funded early education and childcare for 2, 3 and 4 year olds | Royal Borough of Kensington
and Chelsea (rbkc.gov.uk)
Funded early education and childcare for 2, 3 and 4 year olds | Westminster FIS
Do you know anyone who we can add to the distribution list to receive these updates then
please email earlyhelp@rbkc.gov.uk.
If you would like to be featured in the next Newsletter – Please email Fahmida Yasmin:
Fahmida.Yasmin@rbkc.gov.uk by Monday 5th July 2021.

Early Help
One-to-one support for families
 020 7598 4601 or 020 7361 4129
 earlyhelp@rbkc.gov.uk
For information and guidance
www.rbkc.gov.uk/fis

And finally…
Wishing you a lovely weekend

Katy Blackler
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