Friday 22nd January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
Here we are – already at the end of week 3 of the term. Although cold and
grey outside, our children are smiling, cheerful and enthusiastic (mostly!) and
are most definitely lifting our spirits. What a privileged position we are in!
St Anne’s Nursery
Our Nursery children continue to adjust well to new procedures and are really
enjoying their learning.
Duncan reports that the children are settling back well in the Willow Room
and this terms IEYC topic ‘Weather Wonders’ has started with a foggy day in
the nursery garden area created using a smoke machine.
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Following this the children have
helped to make a ‘Desert scene’ in
the role play area with the children
making sand dunes and cacti. They
have explored the weather conditions
of deserts and the plants and animals
that attempt to live there.

The children have also made a stain glass
rainbow out of PVA and tissue paper
exploring what happens when the sun meets
the rain. This is just a little taster of what’s
been happening and as the term progresses
expect to see a lot more as the children
explore more types of weather conditions
and of course the sound of the week.

School closure and remote learning
Thank you again to all parents who are working so hard at home in
supporting their children in their home schooling. We can see that most
children and families are well into the routine and are attending the Zoom
Call, listening and asking questions if necessary, completing at least three
pieces of quality learning and submitting it. If any parents are still having any
difficulties, please email the teachers’ year group email:
receptionteachers@apsafederation.com
y1teachers@apsafederation.com
y2teachers@apsafederation.com
y3teachers@apsafederation.com
y4teachers@apsafederation.com
y5teachers@apsafederation.com
y6teachers@apsafederation.com
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Home schooling

Top Tips
RBKC Intervention Team (who work with children in schools across the
borough) have sent some tips to help your child to manage distractions
We are all juggling many roles currently and the merge of work life, school life
and home life can mean it is difficult to set boundaries and manage
distractions. We, as adults may feel immense pressure to support our children
in completing their school work whilst maintaining standards in your own work.
There are lots of distractions at home which your child has not had to
contend with whilst at school – siblings, noise, TV and change of routine.
Below are some tips which might support your child in completing their school
work and managing distractions.



Plan short manageable goals with achievable outcomes. The use of
“If” and “ then” can be useful in identifying what we want to achieve
eg “if we complete 8 Maths questions then we can have 10 minutes TV
time”



Have a clear routine for each day displayed in the house. Children
can tick off the activities once they have been completed.



If at all possible, have a designated learning area separate from your
play area. This area should not have a TV or electronic devices which
can distract your child.



The use of incentives and setting timers can provide your child with
motivation to complete work during a time when motivation may be
challenging.



Having a mixture of learning with siblings and learning where siblings
are separated can allow you to manage distractions. Some learning
involving discussions, comparisons, peer support etc whilst some
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learning requires focused individual sessions, so separating siblings for
more focused learning prevents some children from going off task.
Recognise burn out! Just like us, our children are experiencing unprecedented
times involving a huge range of unfamiliar emotions and circumstances. If
you feel your child isn’t concentrating or coping then take a break and DO
NOT FEEL GUILTY!
Other things which can be helpful for managing distractions –
Earphones with music
Ear plugs
Sand timers/ kitchen timers or a timer- setting on your phone
As ever, if you are finding things difficult please contact us on the usual email
address: info@apsafederation.com or phone 020 7727 7727. We will try to
answer any queries ASAP.

Thank you parents!
I appreciate that these are difficult times for us all – and teaching at
home is not easy – so thank you for everything that you are doing to
support your children – please keep going!

Children in School
Avondale Park School is closed to all children apart from those of key workers
and those deemed ‘vulnerable’. Can I remind parents of these children that
they should arrive at about 8.45am ready for school to start at 8.50am and
collect their children at 3.00pm.
Learning
We have been receiving some excellent learning from many children – at
home and at school. We are so pleased with the quality that we have
published A LOT (!) this week. Please look through it and admire – and praise
your children if their work has been selected! Remember to also look at
Twitter as other learning is impressing us there as well.
Reception
Children in both Reception classes have been really busy with their home
learning
Stephanie is thrilled with all the learning she has received but has sent some
examples of Matt’s work. She says ‘I have been so impressed with Matt's
dedication to completing his home learning so far! He always completes the
activities each day and speaks so clearly about what he has learnt! Well
done Matt – and keep going!’
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Matt

Kripali found it difficult to choose on piece of learning so here is a selection:

Asia

Arela

Aliyah

Zayd
Karim

Max
Rayan

Taylor

Amal

Kaine

It was very difficult to choose one
piece of learning for Reception
children this week! They have been
very busy, at home and at school,
making spider webs and carrying out
paintings and drawings linked to the
ocean habitat – well done Reception!

Enzo

Theo

Eesa

Saan
Layth
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Year 2
In our Science lessons we have been learning all about sound and how our
ears work. The children made a poster explaining how to look after each part
of the ear; the outer, middle and inner. The children even drew the different
parts to show what they look like. Once we learnt about different pitches, we
went on a scavenger hunt listening to the high and low pitches. We could
hear the high pitch of the birds tweeting and the low pitch of the car engines.

The children at home also had a go at listening to the different pitches they
could hear from their windows. Mounir identified the high pitch of the
doorbell, trampoline spring and microwave beep as well as the low pitch
sound of kicking a football, spraying hand sanitiser and banging a saucepan.
Thank you and well done to you all!
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Year 3
The Year 3 teachers also found it hard to choose as there has been so much
amazing work!
Stanley designed a magic hat, including a cat
in the hat, as part of his English lessons;

Sabina made a volcano, following-on
From our lessons on volcanoes;

Zakaria wrote about the comparisons
between Wales and Scotland in the
geography lessons about the UK.
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As part of their persuasive writing module Shekinah created an advert for
a 'healthy banana drink'. She used puns, rhetorical questions and rhyme to
persuade adults to buy this nutritious drink for their children!

Mohammed made an amazing volcano that
actually erupts! This was part of Year 3's module
on volcanoes.

Year 4
In English, Year 4 have been writing nonchronological texts informing our reader about the fascinating angler fish! We
have been using subject specific vocabulary, formal conjunctions and
varying pronouns to educate and entertain our audience! Here are some
paragraphs addressing the unique appearance of this unusual species.

Ayesha
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Ioannis

Joshua

Layah
The task was to find features of nonfiction writing and Layah has created
a collage of things she has found. I
was particularly impressed with her
recorded voice explanation of the
features she found.

Ruzgar
Ruzgar completed his
Seesaw task by note
taking about a text. He
found facts and
supporting ideas and used
a table to display his ideas.
He then submitted a photo
of his writing on Seesaw.
Well done.
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Zaynab
Year 4 have been
learning about Time
Graphs and one task
was to create your
own using an online
programme or
drawing. I am
impressed with
Zaynab's precision
and accuracy when
plotting her graph.

Nadir
Nadir drew his own graph
very accurately and neatly. I
am impressed with his focus at
home in learning these new
Maths skills. Well done.
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Taitum-Li
On Seesaw Year 4 had
to write sentences about
an animal. Taitum-Li has
written some lovely
sentences, which are
well researched. Well
done.

RuzgarRuzgar drew the Anglerfish and wrote the features of it around it for his
learning on Oak Academy. Great drawing Ruzgar!
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Year 5
Over the last two weeks, Year 5 have been competing lots of wonderful
history learning all about Prehistoric Britain. We've been really pleased with
the wide range of learning and enthusiasm shown by lots of Year 5 for our
topic this term and the range of skills used to complete their learning. I was
particularly impressed with Amirah who clearly explained how we can use
artefacts to learn about different periods of time in History. I was also really
interested in Julian’s research on different monuments in the Stone Age and
his sketch of The Standing Stones of Stenness.

Amirah

Julian
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Year 6
Yusra and Shiama wrote a descriptive paragraph in order to create a feeling
of suspense. They focussed on their use of language and sentence type to
keep the reader on the edge of their seat.
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Year 6
Russell set his class a cooking change this week and we are impressed with
our cooks… I think we need to look out for them on MasterChef in a few
years’ time…
Ayoub spent time with his family making a traditional Moroccan dish which
included beef, onions and couscous

Sarah was focused more on pastries – using puff pastry for her mini apple pies
and shortcrust for her onion and pepper quiche. We think they all look
delicious!
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Stars of the Week 18-22 January 2021
I told you that you would be impressed with the range and quality of
the learning sent in – and that is just such a small sample!
It has been difficult, but the teachers have managed to choose a star
of the week from their class. Congratulations to you all!
Class
Nursery

Kripali’s R

Stephanie’s R

Laura’s Year 1

Alexa’s Y1

Katie’s Y2

Phoebe’s Y2

Name

Well done to all our new Nursery starters, you are settling
well and you are having a wonderful time exploring all
of the new areas of learning.
Keep smiling and well done.
AMAL- For being an amazing role-model and taking lots
of care with her learning when writing words and
forming letters - well done Amal!
MATT for his dedication to completing his home learning
so far! He always completes the activities each day and
speaks so clearly about what he has learnt!
RAYAN- For your fantastic remote learning. You are
really trying your best! I am particularly impressed by
your phonics practise and how much more confident
you are when reading. Keep it up!
BELLA-ROSE- For amazing focus and attention this weekwe have been so impressed with the improvements in
your letter formation!
REASON- For your outstanding learning this week. I have
been so impressed with your incredible effort and seeing
how your knowledge and understanding of new
concepts has developed over the week. I was
particularly wowed by how brilliantly you learnt to sign
your name using British Sign Language. Congratulations
Reason- you are a super star!
RAYAN -You have worked really hard after having
missed some home learning to impress me this week.
You have shown consistent effort and dedication to
your school work at home. Keep it up
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Pippa’s Y3

Joy’s Y3

Emma’s Y4

Daisy’s Y4

Francesca’s Y5

Becksy’s Y5

Russell’s Y6

Tim & Mary’s Y6

ISAIAH- He has been working so hard both in his online
learning and in school in all subjects. I am especially
impressed by his focus and respectful behaviour in
school.
MOHAMMED - For trying really hard with his all of his
learning and taking his art project to the next level by
making a volcano that erupts!
ADAM SALLAMI- Well done for being consistent with
your learning and really showing independence, mature
behaviour in our zooms and towards your attitude for
learning. We are really pleased with your progress and
taking responsibility for your own learning.
AYESHA - Ayesha always takes care and pride in her
work. She has not let remote learning hold her back and
produces high quality learning every time. Not only is
Ayesha's presentation always neat and clear, but it is
evident that she wants to go above and beyond what
she has been asked. She is also highly responsive to
feedback and is able to utilise it to further improve her
learning.
LACHLAN- For being so consistent with your learning and
giving 100% effort at all times. Even though some of the
tasks can be challenging, you continue to persevere
and aim high. I have been so impressed with your hard
work and dedication Lachlan. Keep it up!
AMIRAH-For consistently submitting detailed, beautifully
presented learning and responding to any feedback
quickly and adapting her work appropriately.
MARYAM Z-Ever since we started remote learning, you
have been a star. You have been on time for every
Zoom call and been willing to contribute to discussions.
You have completed your learning accurately and
often have asked for extra questions. You also
completed the extra tasks this week and showed off
some of your fantastic home cooking. Keep up the
good work Maryam!
MYKHAILO- Well done for producing an incredibly high
standard of learning every day this week. Your writing, in
particular, is a joy to read. Fantastic effort! Well done!
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Children attending Zooms and submitting learning
Below is the overall percentage of attendance at Zooms and children
submitting learning for each class over the last 3 weeks.

Kripali

Week 1 – 6th – 8th
January
Zoom
Seesaw
77.62%
50.48%

Week 2 11th -14th
Jan
Zoom
Seesaw
70.24%
75%

Week 3 18th-21st
Jan
Zoom
Seesaw
89.2%
83.5%

Stephanie
Laura
Alexa
Phoebe
Katie
Pippa
Joy
Daisy
Emma
Francesca
Becksy
Russell
Mary/Tim

85.7%
87.68
69.81%
63.16%
65%
60.87%
72.21%
63.07%
78.57%
71.18%
79.33%
71.59%
71.43%

80.95%
79.35%
80.68%
75%
81.25%
61.96%
81.25%
75.89%
87.5%
81.82%
72.62%
85.19%
84.82%

92.8%
83.47%
81.8%
70.51%
83.75%
71.73%
93.4%
74.1%
91.9%
79.5%
88.75%
96.29%
90.17%

42.8%
87.68%
69.81%
63.16%
71.5%
56.52%
54.17%
66.64%
75%
51.5%
58.71%
75.3%
75%

70.24%
78.26
80.68%
71.05%
82.5%
64.13%
63.54%
75%
75.89%
65.91%
63.25%
78.7%
91.96%

76.19%
85.86%
86.36%
73.6%
93.75%
73.9%
82.6%
86.6%
92.85%
77.27%
82.5%
89.81%
90.17%

I am so pleased to note that there has been an increased number of children
participating each week – which is brilliant. Well done to all of you!
Once again, I reiterate that we are expecting attendance at Zooms (even if
you have opted to do paper learning) and we ask that you submit three
pieces of quality work per day. If you are completing paper learning, please
note that you should be photographing it and email to the year group
teachers’ email group
receptionteachers@apsafederation.com
y1teachers@apsafederation.com
y2teachers@apsafederation.com
y3teachers@apsafederation.com
y4teachers@apsafederation.com
y5teachers@apsafederation.com
y6teachers@apsafederation.com
The class with the highest percentage of participation in Zooms and in
submitting learning in each key stage will be able to vote for their chosen
prize (within reason!) on their return to school. Please tell your children about
this!!!!
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Might Matt’ Daily Fitness Sessions
Are you ready to Warm Up and Get
Fit? Join my Live Fitness Lockdown
Workout (3.0000000000) starting
daily at 1.45pm
Look forward to seeing you all!
Mighty Matt

Matt’s sessions have been pretty well attended but I am sure that there are
more of you who could join? If you are interested, here are the details:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9580568894?pwd=VHgyVlpIMjRSYlBQVGNrUTZGRDl
SQT09
Matt is trying to achieve 100 participants in one Zoom. He has promised a
donation of £100 to Avondale Extra if we make it, so come on!!! We can do it!
Meeting ID: 958 056 8894
Passcode: 3svi1b
Thanks
Mighty Little Legs Matt

Please note, there will be no Fitness Session next Friday, 29th January as Matt
has a family commitment on that day.
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Keeping safe
Keeping you and your family Covid-19 safe
Please remember that if any family member is displaying one of the three symptoms
of Covid-19 of a new, continuous cough, a temperature of 37.8 degrees Celsius or
above or a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste they should take a test

for Covid and family members in the same bubble should also stay at home until
the test result comes back. If the test is positive, family members need to selfisolate at home for 10 days.

Concerns
We are fully aware that this is a difficult time for all families. If you feel that you
are particularly finding things difficult or would like any advice, please do
phone school and one of us will try to call you back. We may not have all the
answers but we will certainly try.
And finally…
Thank you again for your support during these difficult times. If you need to
contact us, please phone 0207 727 7727 or email info@apsafederation.com
Best wishes,

Katy Blackler
Katy Blackler
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