Friday 15th January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
Here we are at the end of Week 2 of our Spring Term – and once again I am
pleased to say it has been another positive week for both schools.
St Anne’s Nursery
Our Nursery children are adjusting well to new procedures and really enjoying
their learning. Raquel has said
"What a fantastic first full week back in nursery. Existing children have
welcomed their new peers into the classroom and all children have been
very busy staring to explore our new project ‘Weather Wonders’”

School closure and remote learning
Thank you to all parents who are working so hard at home in supporting their
children in their home schooling. It is great to know that most children and
families now have a routine – in terms of attending the Zoom Call, listening
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and asking questions if necessary, completing at least three pieces of quality
learning and submitting it. If any parents are still having any difficulties, please
email the teachers’ year group email:
receptionteachers@apsafederation.com
y1teachers@apsafederation.com
y2teachers@apsafederation.com
y3teachers@apsafederation.com
y4teachers@apsafederation.com
y5teachers@apsafederation.com
y6teachers@apsafederation.com
There have been some lovely pieces of work emailed or submitted on
SeeSaw – please look out for them later in this letter as well as on Twitter. I
haven’t posted the videos here but really enjoyed the weather forecasts from
the meteorologists in Year 2 and also Serdar’s video about how to make a
Wind Sock. Well done to all of you.
Back to school - at home. …

Top Tips
I know that you are all very experienced at this now, but top tips from some of
our teachers who are also home schooling their children are the following:
Routine It is really important to develop a routine which is similar every day –
and potentially similar to how it would be in school – with breaks or playtimes
Daily timetable. Plan this with your child so that he or she knows what will
happen during the day and can ‘tick off’ when an activity is completed
Breaks. Plan in breaks – these could be movement breaks, or time to choose
a favourite toy/book
Water and healthy snacks. Drink lots of water and plan in healthy snacks
throughout the day
Fitness and exercise. Do fit in exercise breaks (perhaps when the children
usually have playtimes)
MindUp Ask your child to teach you how to do Core Practice in order that
they (and you) can ‘re-focus’ and regulate emotions in preparation for
learning
End of school day: Agree on a finishing time and plan some ‘down time’ for
you and your child.
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Thank you parents!
I appreciate that these are difficult times for us all – and teaching
at home is not easy – so thank you for everything that you are
doing to support your children – please keep going!

Children in School
Avondale Park School is closed to all children apart from those of key workers
and those deemed ‘vulnerable’. Can I remind parents of these children that
they should arrive at about 8.45am ready for school to start at 8.50am and
collect their children at 3.00pm.
Learning from home
We have been receiving some excellent learning from some children – and
we will try to publish some each week.

Reception

I have been very impressed with all of the home learning
Taylor has been carrying out with his parents over the last two
weeks. He is practising his reading, writing and mathematical
skills daily and he is also accepting the challenges that are
being set for him!
I was particularly amazed to watch a video of Taylor using his
phonics strategies to read with confidence - I am so proud of
you, well-done Taylor!
Kripali - Reception
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Year 1
Year 1 have been learning about 'Seasons and Change' in Science. First, they learnt
about the changes that occur to trees in different seasons. They drew a tree to
match each season and here are two examples by Christine (on the left) and Karim
(on the right)

The children learnt about the
changes that occur in the
weather and how to record
and measure these. They
recorded and described the
weather each day – here are
some examples from Neyo
and Salma!
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There has also been some impressive learning sent in by Serdar linked to
@RuthMiskinEdu and @OakNational lessons!

Congratulations to all of you from Laura and Alexa.
Year 3
Pippa is particularly pleased with Sophia in her class. She has been working
really hard at the Oak Academy lessons, submitting some great work on
Seesaw, and always responds to my comments, working to improve her
learning. Well done Sophia! Pippa
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Year 5
In year 5, we have been looking at the story of Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens.
In this lesson, the children had to identify key pieces of vocabulary relating to
the conditions in the workhouse and describe the opening scene.
Personification, expanded noun phrases and adjectives were all included
within the success criteria and I was particularly pleased with these from
Amina and Kallum. Congratulations and well done to both of you! Francesca

Amina
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Kallum

Year 6
During our maths lessons this week in Year 6, Selma produced some excellent
learning linked to multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 – remembering
to focus on her presentation too.
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As part of our English unit based on the story of Sherlock Holmes, Youssef
created some very descriptive sentences, focussing on powerful synonyms for
‘looking.’
Congratulations to both of you. Tim and Mary
Children attending Zooms and submitting learning
Below is the overall percentage of attendance at Zooms and children
submitting learning for each class:
Week 1 – 6th – 8th January
Zoom
Seesaw

Week 2 11th -14th Jan
Zoom
Seesaw

Kripali

77.62%

50.48%

70.24%

75%

Stephanie
Laura
Alexa
Phoebe
Katie

85.7%
87.68
69.81%
63.16%
65%

42.8%
87.68%
69.81%
63.16%
71.5%

80.95%
79.35%
80.68%
75%
81.25%

70.24%
78.26
80.68%
71.05%
82.5%
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Pippa
Joy
Daisy
Emma
Francesca
Becksy
Russell
Mary/Tim

60.87%
72.21%
63.07%
78.57%
71.18%
79.33%
71.59%
71.43%

56.52%
54.17%
66.64%
75%
51.5%
58.71%
75.3%
75%

61.96%
81.25%
75.89%
87.5%
81.82%
72.62%
85.19%
84.82%

64.13%
63.54%
75%
75.89%
65.91%
63.25%
78.7%
91.96%

I am very pleased to note that there has been an increased number during
this second week of lockdown – which is great news. Once again, I reiterate
that we are expecting attendance at Zooms (even if you have opted to do
paper learning) and we ask that you submit three pieces of quality work per
day. If you are completing paper learning, please note that you should be
photographing it and email to the year group teachers’ email group
receptionteachers@apsafederation.com
y1teachers@apsafederation.com
y2teachers@apsafederation.com
y3teachers@apsafederation.com
y4teachers@apsafederation.com
y5teachers@apsafederation.com
y6teachers@apsafederation.com
The class with the highest percentage of participation in Zooms and in
submitting learning in each key stage will be able to vote for their chosen
prize (within reason!) on their return to school. Please tell your children about
this!!!!

Might Matt’ Daily Fitness Sessions
Are you ready to Warm Up and Get
Fit? Join my Live Fitness Lockdown
Workout (3.0000000000) starting
daily from Monday 11th January at
1.45pm
Look forward to seeing you all!
Mighty Matt
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Matt’s sessions have been pretty well attended but I am sure that there are
more of you who could join? If you are interested, here are the details:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9580568894?pwd=VHgyVlpIMjRSYlBQVGNrUTZGRDl
SQT09
Meeting ID: 958 056 8894
Passcode: 3svi1b
Thanks
Mighty Little Legs Matt

Free School Meals Vouchers
At the beginning of January 2021 the Government requested that any child
that was eligible for Free School Meals and was not attending school should
receive a food parcel/packed lunch daily. Originally we decided that our
catering company would provide lunches daily for collection. It soon became
clear that many of our parents were unable to collect the lunches and the
school made the decision this week to pay for and issue vouchers to eligible
parents via a company called Wonde.
Yesterday the Government announced that they would be opening their own
scheme for vouchers from 18th January via the company called Edenred. We
Keeping
will therefore be processing the
voucherssafe
via Edenred next week for children on
benefits related free school meals who are not currently in school.
Please note that children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 who currently do not
pay for free school meals are not entitled to the vouchers unless they are on
income support/universal credit and must provide evidence of their benefits to
the school office.
If you have any concerns or questions please email info@apsafederation.com
or call the school office 0207 727 7727.
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Keeping you and your family Covid-19 safe
Please remember that if any family member is displaying one of the three symptoms
of Covid-19 of a new, continuous cough, a temperature of 37.8 degrees Celsius or
above or a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste they should take a test

for Covid and family members in the same bubble should also stay at home until
the test result comes back. If the test is positive, family members need to selfisolate at home for 10 days.

Concerns
We are fully aware that this is a difficult time for all families. If you feel that you
are particularly finding things difficult or would like any advice, please do
phone school and one of us will try to call you back. We may not have all the
answers but we will certainly try.
And finally…
Thank you again for your support during these difficult times. If you need to
contact us, please phone 02027 727 7727 or email info@apsafederation.com
Best wishes,

Katy Blackler
Katy Blackler

11

