Friday 30th April 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
Another busy week with many children settling in very well and back into our
routines and expectations. Some are struggling a little, needing reminders of
speaking appropriately to adults and children and also support in developing
stamina to work and to focus for longer periods of time. This is not altogether
surprising with so much time out of school, but I am grateful for your support in
re-iterating your expectations for your children.

News and Reminders
Bank Holiday
Next Monday, Monday 3rd May is a Bank Holiday so there will be no school.
We will look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 4th May at the usual time.
School Timings
Thank you to parents for an improvement in your children arriving at school
on time. Apart from the day that parents were held up due to an accident,
fewer children have been late. Keep this up please. The timings for each year
group are below, so please arrive at school about 5 minutes before your child
is due to go up to class.
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Attendance
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, I remind parents that they
need to contact the school office either by phone: 020 7727 7727 or via the
Parent mail App or via email: info@apsafederation.com before the start of
the school day.
Thank you
Coronavirus symptoms.
May I remind all parents that if they or any of their family develop any of the 3
main symptoms of coronavirus, they need to self- isolate for 10 days. Anyone
with any of the 3 symptoms should take a PCR test (one that is sent to a lab)
and if they are negative they may return to school or work. If it is positive, the
family will need to continue to self-isolate for the full 10 days.
This is the advice taken from the NHS website:

Coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
in children
Children can get coronavirus (COVID-19), but they seem to get it less often than
adults and it's usually less serious.
The main symptoms of COVID-19 are:


a high temperature



a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour,
or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours



a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

What to do if your child has symptoms
If your child has any of the main symptoms of COVID-19:
1. Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if they have COVID-19 as
soon as possible
2. You, your child and anyone else you live with should stay at home and not
have visitors until you get the test result – only leave your home to have the
test.
Anyone in your childcare or support bubble should also stay at home if your child
has been in close contact with them since their symptoms started or during the 48
hours before they started.
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News from the Schools
Take time to read even more highlights of Science Week last week!

St Anne’s Nursery
Science week was a total success in the nursery.

In Eucalyptus room we experimented with cold ice! How would we get the
insects out? Will salt or sugar help us get them out faster? Lots of questions
and trial & error!

Cornflour and water, how strange this felt between our fingers, melting,
gloopy, slimy, mess!
Our next experiment we added bicarbonate of Soda to Lemon juice and
were overjoyed with the reaction that occurred.
"It's getting bubbly"
"Turing into Soda like the machine at home"
"It’s like lava"
We tried adding bicarbonate of soda to Vinegar and discussed the
differences. "Lemon juice is slower"
“It’s going higher"
"it’s slowing down"
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Our last experiment was adding water to skittles and watching what
happened to the colours, all of the children showed amazing patience and
were really observant seeing the colours blend together into a beautiful
rainbow. The children then completed gorgeous pieces of artwork based on
our experiment!
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Lots of experiments took place in the Willow Room last week. We made thick
oozy slime together exploring what happens to substances when mixed
together. We have made ‘Bungee Bugs’ exploring elasticity (Very popular).
We have also investigated making rainbows and colourful patterns with
Skittles and water (the children did get to taste the skittles after overwhelming
demand for a taste experiment).

The excitement from the children throughout
this week has been wonderful to observe and to hear their thoughts about
what was happening demonstrated how much learning they were absorbing.
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Avondale Park School
Year 2
Year 2 had an amazing Science Day last week. We made predictions, talked
about fair testing and carried out our own investigations. Some of our
favourite activities were the Mentos and Coca-Cola experiment and making
our own rain clouds using shaving foam and food colourings.

However, we all had the
most fun making our own
slime. It was so much fun
and we are already looking
forward to next year!
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Year 3
Year 3 have been learning about magnets and magnetism during Science
Week.
We conducted an investigation, using coins, to find out whether all metals
were magnetic. We discovered that different coins are made from different
metals and that coins containing steel are magnetic. We also looked at
magnetic fields and found that we could move a paperclip without a
magnet touching it due to its magnetic field.
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Year 5
Our focus for science day this year was materials. Firstly, we investigated how
a liquid turns into a solid when frozen. We posed scientific questions about this
process and how this is a reversible change.

Next, we explored whether certain substances would dissolve in water. We
planned and designed a fair test to investigate this and ensured we only
changed one variable, the substance being tested. To conclude our day, we
combined materials together to investigate whether they would separate
again with either a sieve or filter paper.

Before starting, we predicted our results and carried out this investigation as a
whole class. We learnt lots of scientific vocabulary and had a great day
conducting our investigations.
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Stars of the Week!
Class
Nursery

Kripali’s R

Stephanie’s R

Laura’s Year 1

Alexa’s Y1

Katie’s Y2

Phoebe’s Y2

Pippa’s Y3

Name
Well done ALL nursery children you were so gentle when
the Zoo lab mini-beasts came to visit us and you listened
carefully and were enthusiastic and keen to share your
new knowledge. Well done.
KARIM for showing extraordinary maths knowledge and
skills and applying these in the classroom! You have
become so confident in solving challenging number
sentences and you have been so quick to offer
suggestions and give explanations on how to use
Numicon pieces to represent double-digit numbers! Well
done Karim!
AISHA For really impressive Math’s work this week. You
are able to count and order numbers to 20 confidently,
as well as correctly count out objects (which can get
quite tricky). Well done you! Keep it up.
SUMMER-For making fantastic progress with reading and
writing; we have been blown away by your growing
confidence and accuracy! It's so nice to see your lovely
smile showing how proud you are. Keep up the hard
work!
SARAH F- For settling in to life at Avondale so well! We
love having you in our class and have been so
impressed with your amazing learning this week!
SUMMER- Summer has worked hard in maths this week,
focusing on solving problems involving money and
giving change. She has worked independently,
frequently completed the aspire questions and has
been ready for a challenge. Great effort Summer, keep
it up!
MAHSA- Mahsa has been recognised by her teachers
for having brilliant concentration, resilience and
perseverance in all of her maths lessons. She has worked
hard to complete tasks independently and has helped
to support her friends. Thank you Mahsa for your
wonderful listening and hard work!
JENNA –For her great efforts in her learning this week,
showing resilience in maths, and her excellent
contributions to our new IPC project, Fashion. Well done
Jenna!
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Joy’s Y3

Emma’s Y4

Daisy’s Y4

Francesca’s Y5

Becksy’s Y5

Russell’s Y6

Tim & Mary’s Y6

ERTA- Erta consistently tries so hard with her learning in
every subject. I have been particularly impressed with
her understanding of the column method for addition.
Keep working hard and trying your best Erta!
ZAHRA- Zahra has shown great Maths skills this week in
measures for capacity, volume and mass. We are really
impressed! Keep up the good work!
RICARDO- For showing an increasing passion for
reading. This elevated enthusiasm has resulted in an
improvement in his decoding, fluency and
understanding.
MAYMONA- For making such a conscious effort to
include exciting vocabulary and detailed descriptions
into your writing this week. I have been really impressed
with the quality and presentation of your learning. Keep
it up and well done.
RAYYAN- For contributing lots of wonderful ideas in all
subjects.
ROUMAYSSAA- Well done for another fantastic week.
You have been working incredibly hard in English and
we are now seeing the results with some excellent
writing. Along with that, you always set really high
standards for behaviour for others to follow. Keep it up!
AMMAR- For your excellent use of figurative language in
our 'Jungle Book' writing this week - keep up the great
work.

Attendance
Attendance has been improved this week so well done to everyone and a
special well done to the 2 classes with the highest attendance:
KS1 and Reception
KS2

Laura’s Y1 Class
Russell’s Y6 Class

99.1%
99.2%

Family Hubs Newsletter
Below is the April edition of RBKC Family Hubs Newsletter. Amongst other
things, it gives information re parenting groups, the Midaye Somali
Development Network and a collaboration with the Science Museum for
RBKC children. Please do have a read!
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RBKC Family Hubs Newsletter
April 2021 Edition
Dear Partners, Colleagues and Friends,
I hope you managed to get a good break over Easter bank holiday. I was so happy to
be able to finally meet friends in their gardens, cafe and pub gardens last week. I am
aware for those of you providing Play, Youth, Schools and Family Support were as
busy as ever. This newsletter includes new services for Babies at Dalgarno and an
update on the huge range of parenting services for all ages and stages. This is just
a small part of the impressive range of provision that the community, health, Family
Services and wider council colleagues provide. As our family Hubs partnership
develops the range and quality of support astounds me. The partnership and the
operational meetings around the 2 hubs – North and South have now produced a 3year strategy and an action plan for this year. I have attached both in the newsletter.
Recovery from the Grenfell disaster and now Covid as well as addressing inequality
are at the heart of the planned work.
Trauma training – we continue to roll out bite size introductions and longer courses
and will shortly be hiring a lead to develop courses and reflective groups to think
about how to intervene and support children and parents effectively when trauma is
identified.
Combatting poverty. - A new service will be starting in June in Early Help - a Benefits
advisor for 2 days a week. This will complement our fast track to Citizens Advice. We
have added this to our range of services for our hubs in recognition of the challenges
that families are facing. I will share more information in our May newsletter.

Natasha Bishopp
Head of Early Help and Youth Offending
Family Services, RBKC.

Baby Wellness sessions at Dalgarno Trust
Dalgarno trust will be starting Baby Wellness sessions from 19th April 2021. A range
of support and advise will be provided including, baby weighing, breastfeeding
support, weaning, sleeping and teething.
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Children’s Centres
Please find the current timetable of services and activities in the link below:
Family Hubs timetable of activities | Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (rbkc.gov.uk)
Please find the timetables from April until June for the centres. We are now able to offer
more groups with the change in Covid restrictions.
Midaye Somali Development Network
Below are details of programmes running at Midaye Somali development network.
There will be various services including debate club sessions for young people, 1 to
1 multilingual family support and girl’s workshops:
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SPID's community collaboration with Science Museum for RBKC Kids
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There will be an exciting, climate change themed, arts programme for children aged
8-13 that SPID are organising as a FREE community collaboration with the
Science Museum.
The programme starts next week - on Tuesday 20th April and is being conducted
via zoom.
Parents and Guardians can sign-up on behalf of their young person by clicking the
link.
Far Far Away sign-up form
Building Relationships for Stronger Families Programme
Below are the details for the next ‘within my reach’ course. This is a programme for
parents who are together or co-parenting.
The course will help you to:



Identify community danger signs



Manage stress and reduce the negative effects of stress



Explore your personal needs and expectations



Recognise challenges and opportunities in step parenting or blended families



Learn the brain science behind love and why we behave in certain ways

Click on the PDF below for further information on the ‘within my reach’ course and
the latest newsletter regarding Building Relationships for Stronger Families
programe and to get a place email: rpcreferrals@westminster.gov.uk.

WIthin My Reach
Flyer April 2021.pdf

Parenting Offer April to June 2021
There will be various parenting programs and groups running from April-June 2021
across different sites. There will be a combinations of programmes e.g. Ages and
Stages sessions, New Mums & Dads Coffee Morning, Strengthening Families, Strengthening
Communities, Autism awareness courses etc.

Click on the link below for further information on these programmes:
Parenting Offer
-April to June 2021 Original - DA1 (002).docx

If you would like further advice on up and coming parenting programme’s or course
or workshops. Please contact: Donna Archer (Early Help Parenting Practitioner
RBKC) donna.archer@rbkc.gov.uk

Family Information Service
The Family Information Service (FIS) is a free, confidential and impartial information,
advice and signposting service for families, children and young persons aged up to
19 (or up to 25 for those with additional needs) and for the professionals working with
them.
Click below for the latest FIS newsletter:
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Early Help
One-to-one support for families
 020 7598 4601 or 020 7361 4129
 earlyhelp@rbkc.gov.uk
For information and guidance
www.rbkc.gov.uk/fis
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Keeping Safe
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And finally…
Hoping that the weather stays fine and that the rain that is forecast ‘blows
away’. Have a wonderful long weekend and see you on Tuesday.
Best wishes

Katy Blackler
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