Friday 23rd April 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back to the Summer Term 2021 and Happy St Georges Day!
It has been a busy start with all classes taking part in experiments for Science
Week and some taking part in a competition to design wearable tech.
Children have been lively but really enthusiastic to learn and to be with their
friends again; it has been lovely to be back!
We saw some good examples of science learning in our assemblies today –
look out for them later in this letter!

News and Reminders
Governors Meeting
Our Governors held their most recent meeting just before the school holiday,
and James Bracher, Parent Governor, wrote the following report:
Governors Meeting: 30th March 2021
On the 30th March the school governors met for our regular Main Governing
Body meeting. The majority of the meeting was taken up by the Headteacher's
Spring Report to Governors, presented by Katy Blacker. This included discussion
of the school roll (number of attending pupils) which has reduced recently –
and this has an impact on the amount of funding that the school receives.
Understandably, the report largely focused on the impact of the Covid 19
pandemic on the running of the school. Of particular interest to the board was
the inclusion of personal statements from class teachers regarding their
experiences over this testing time. These were very enlightening, and in
addition to Katy’s commendation of all of the staff and their work ethic, gave
all of the governors confidence that everything is being done to ensure the
best pupil experience regardless of any issues arising from the current situation.
We also had reports back from the various sub-committees of finance,
curriculum, premises and nursery.
As always myself and Sarah Abdelmula
1 were there to represent the
perspective of parents.

Uniform
Thank you so much for ensuring that your children have returned to school
looking very smart in their full uniform and with their hair neatly tied back.
Please keep it up! Just a reminder, if children have their ears pierced, they
should wear stud earrings only – nothing ‘dangly’ earrings please!
School Timings
Unfortunately, there have been a number of children who have arrived late
this week. The timings of the start of the day remain as previously, so please
ensure that your children arrive a little before these start times:
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8.50am
8.50am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am

3.00pm
3.00pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.10pm
3.00pm
3.00pm

Attendance
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, I remind parents that they
need to contact the school office either by phone: 020 7727 7727 or via the
Parent mail App or via email: info@apsafederation.com before the start of
the school day.
Thank you
Ramadan
The Holy Month of Ramadan started last week for our Muslim families and we
wish them well at this time. A letter went home to parents of children in Y5 or
Y6 who were fasting and we thank parents for their responses sent to their
child’s teacher or the school office. If your child is fasting and you haven’t yet
informed the school, please make sure that you do as we need permission
from you. Thank you and Ramadan Mubarak to all.
Class Photos
Class photos will be taken next Wednesday, 28th April so please ensure that
your child is looking smart and tidy in full uniform and hair tied back.
For this Wednesday only we ask that Y6 all wear uniform to school for their
special Year 6 photo and bring their PE kit ready to change into in the
afternoon.
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News from the Schools
Take time to read about the highlights of Science Week! (More to follow next
week!)

St Anne’s Nursery

"Science week has been a total success in the nursery. This week we have
some photos from Elm class we look forward to more next week from
Eucalyptus and Willow.

Through various experiments children
have been observing, predicting and
discussing what would happen when
mixing certain substances.
Well done for demonstrating such a
passion for learning!"
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Reception
The children enjoyed learning all about science. They learnt about the role of
scientists and explorers and thought about questions and information they
would like to know in relation to the world and environment around them.
The children spent the day investigating and taking part in experiments, such
as making slime and exploring a dinosaur swamp.
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They also enjoyed learning about space and how astronauts move, sleep
and brush their teeth and hair whilst in space. This supported them in using
their imagination to create their own space suit.
Space Suit Design Competition
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Year 1
We had so much fun doing a chromatography experiment,
making the rainbow wizard's brew and creating bubble
snakes! All of Year 1 now agree that science is very
exciting!
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Year 4
Here are some photos of our ‘states of matter’ experiment. We used cornflour
and water to make 'Oobleck'. This was a substance which was solid when in
the tray but liquid when handled. We also sorted pictures of items into solids,
liquids and gasses.

Year 4 have also been thinking about electric circuits within the house and
have worked hard to design circuits which include a switch
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Year 6

As part of ‘Science Week’ in Year 6, we investigated if the surface area of a
parachute affects how long it takes to fall to the ground. We designed and
made our own parachutes out of plastic, string and tape. As an extra
challenge, we attached eggs to our parachutes to see if they would remain
intact (some did, some didn’t.)

We discovered that the larger the surface area of a parachute, the more air
resistance it creates and therefore the longer it takes to fall to the ground.
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Stars of the Week!
Class
Nursery

Kripali’s R

Stephanie’s R

Laura’s Year 1

Alexa’s Y1

Katie’s Y2

Phoebe’s Y2

Pippa’s Y3
Joy’s Y3

Emma’s Y4
Daisy’s Y4

Name
Well done ALL Nursery children you have worked
extremely hard on your different science experiments
asking questions and making observations, well done!
SAARO - For growing in confidence in the classroom.
You are using your words more and speaking to adults
and children to share your thoughts - well done!
LAYTH - For a fantastic first week back at school. You
have really impressed us all with your enthusiasm for our
new project - Dinosaurs 🙂 Keep it up
THE WHOLE CLASS-For having such a super attitude
during Science Week! You were curious, thoughtful and
so enthusiastic when we did our experiments. We love
the way you are now really excited about science!
THE WHOLE CLASS- For amazing learning during Science
Week! You were inquisitive, engaged and so
enthusiastic when we did our experiments. It is great to
see that we have so many scientists in our classroom.
NYLAH- For being such a kind and caring member of our
class. You are a fantastic partner and always offer to
help your friends. We have been wowed by your
excellent collaboration skills this week and feel very
proud to have you as a member of our class. Well done!
INGA- For using her imagination this week to come up
with imaginative and creative ideas in her writing. Inga
has been using a thesaurus to choose interesting
adjectives and extend her sentences. Well done Inga!
Keep wowing us!
STANLEY – Great focus and learning attitude this week,
which we have loved seeing in your work.
ADAM- For working really hard at home to improve his
reading. I can tell that Adam has spent a lot of time
working on his reading during lockdown, this means that
he is reading with so much fluency and understanding.
Keep up the hard work Adam!
HUDHAYFAH- For trying very hard in Maths and showing
a super learning attitude!
ARBIAN- Arbian only joined Avondale towards the end
of the spring term but has completely adapted to the
class routines. He is always bubbly and enthusiastic.
Despite English not being his first language, he has been
eager to join in and try all learning activities even when
they might appear challenging.

9

Francesca’s Y5

Becksy’s Y5
Russell’s Y6

Tim & Mary’s Y6

MOHAMMED- For trying really hard in English this week
and being super focused. You are asking lots of great
questions to help you. Well done!
MARWAN- For returning to school this term with a more
focused attitude to learning in all subjects.
CURTIS- A really positive attitude towards your learning
both in maths and English. It has been great to see.
Keep it up!
AMIN- For fantastic predictions in Science and for the
amazing parachute you created for our experiment.
Well done!

Attendance

Attendance has been low overall this week which is disappointing for the first
week of term. I really hope to see an improvement next week.
However, many congratulations to the two classes in each key stage with the
highest attendance this week:
KS1 and Reception
KS2

Kripali’s Reception
Class
Joy’s Y3 Class

93.9%
97.2%

Keeping Safe
Keeping you and your family Covid-19 safe
Please remember that if any family member is displaying one of the three
symptoms of Covid-19 of a new, continuous cough, a temperature of 37.8
degrees Celsius or above or a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste
they should take a test for Covid and family members in the same bubble
should also stay at home until the test result comes back. If the test is positive,
family members need to self-isolate at home for 10 days.
Important
If any child who has been in school this week tests positive for Covid – please
inform school via info@apsafederation.com as we will need to report the case
and inform the year group bubble.
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And finally…
Hoping that the weather stays fine and that you have a wonderful weekend.
Best wishes

Katy Blackler
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